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lower, to settle for the status quo, to try to make
us afraid of each other, drive wedges. That’s—
we’ve all seen that movie before. And that’s
what the other side is counting on in this elec-
tion. They’re not offering new plans. They’re
not offering new ideas. They’re offering cyni-
cism, and they’re offering fear.

That’s not who we are. That’s not the country
I know. We are Americans. We don’t give in to
fear. We do not give up. We do not quit. We
don’t shy away from the future. We don’t look
backwards. We shape the future. We seize our
own destiny.

So I need you to join me, and I need you to
join Patty, in building a future where our small
businesses flourish on the power of their ideas
and ingenuity; a future where clean energy
powers not just America, but powers the world,
produced in the fields and the factories of the
United States; a future where our children get
the education and training they need to com-
pete with anyone and anywhere. I want to build
a future where we recapture a sense of opti-

mism and confidence, hope that’s made Ameri-
ca a beacon to the world. 

That’s how we built the last American centu-
ry. That is how we are going to build the next
American century. The American people don’t
believe in “No, we can’t.” In times of great chal-
lenge, we push forward with the unyielding
faith that we can.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you, and
God bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:03 p.m. at the
Westin Seattle. In his remarks, he referred to
Gov. Christine O. Gregoire of Washington;
Chrysler employee William Shanteau and his
wife Lisa; Marcelas Owens, whose mother died
after losing her health insurance; Rep. Pete Ses-
sions, in his capacity as chairman of the Nation-
al Republican Congressional Committee; Rep.
Joseph L. Barton; Washington senatorial candi-
date Dino Rossi; Gillian Allen-White, co-owner
and general manager, Grand Central Bakery in
Seattle, WA; Tiffany Turner, co-owner, Inn at
Discovery Coast; and Joe Fugere, owner, Tutta
Bella Neapolitan Pizzeria in Seattle.

Remarks at a Fundraiser for Senator Patricia L. Murray in Seattle
August 17, 2010

Thank you, everybody. Thank you. This is a
pretty good view. [Laughter] It’s not bad.
[Laughter]

I want to just say that Rob and Cori, they
have been such great friends for so long. When
we first met and they agreed to help on my Sen-
ate campaign, people could not pronounce my
name. They were calling me “Alabama” and “Yo
mama”—[laughter]—and yet they took a risk in
supporting me, and I’m extraordinarily grateful.

I will also add, they did not have this huge
brood that they now have—[laughter]—all
these young ones running around. And so thank
you, guys, for all the support, and congratula-
tions on the beautiful family that you guys have.

To all of you who are here—I see some old
friends and some new friends, people who were
probably at that first fundraiser and people who
have subsequently helped me in so many ways.
I am reminded of the story that President Lin-

coln told, apparently at a time when security
around the White House wasn’t quite as strict.
So a guy shows up at the door, and he says, “I
want to see the President. I worked for him; I
am responsible for him being in the White
House.” He was looking for a job of some sort.
And finally, Lincoln says, “All right, let the guy
in.” He comes in, and he says, “Mr. President, I
am responsible for you being here.” “Is that
right?” Lincoln says. He says, “Well, I forgive
you.” [Laughter]

I don’t need to forgive you, obviously. It’s an
unbelievable privilege to be President. In fact,
this is the time when you want to be President,
because we are at one of these inflection points
in our history where, after for decades putting
off tough challenges, for decades not addressing
problems that were structural in our economy,
in how we are training our young people for the
21st-century economy, we now have the neces-
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sity to step up and do right not just for the next
election, but for the next generation.

We also have—at a time when our leadership
had been waning internationally, we’ve got an
opportunity to step up and say that just as the
20th century was the American century, the
21st century will be the American century, but
that our power is not just going to come from
the might of our military, it’s also going to come
from the strength of our values and our ability
to project core beliefs about democracy and
equality and freedom around the world.

And so we’ve done a big job over the last 18
months. And I have to tell you, when I think
about that month when we were first sworn
in—some of you may have been at the Inaugu-
ration—it was cold that day. It was cold.
[Laughter] But there was an incredibly warm
spirit, and there was a sense of hopefulness.

But what we have to remind ourselves is, that
same month that I was sworn in, we lost
800,000 jobs. We had lost 3 million jobs in the
previous 6 months. And we would lose another
several million jobs in the next 3 months before
any of our economic policies had a chance to ac-
tually take root. So all together, we lost 8 million
jobs. The financial system was on the verge of
meltdown, and most economists thought that
there were decent odds we might tip into the
next Great Depression.

Because of the swift action that we took, we
were able to stabilize the economy and stabilize
the financial system. But that was not just be-
cause we drafted a whole bunch of clever plans
on paper. We had to move all that stuff through
Congress. And that brings me to your senior
Senator, Patty Murray.

If I did not have a partner like Patty, we
would not have been able to invest in clean en-
ergy like never before in our history. If I didn’t
have Patty Murray, we would not have been
able to get small-business loans out at a time
when most banks had completely contracted
and a lot of folks were on the verge of going un-
der. If it hadn’t been for Patty, States like Wash-
ington would have had to lay off tens of thou-
sands of teachers and firefighters and police of-
ficers. Because of Patty, we were able to get
help that States and local governments needed.

So when I think about Patty, I think about
one of the generals who helped to stave off what
could have been a much worse crisis than we
had. And partly because I served with her, I
know how effective she is not just in coming
home and listening to people, but how effective
she is in fighting for them when she gets back
into Washington.

I’m also always sympathetic to Patty because
she was always trying to catch the plane back
home, and when the votes went late, she’d be
looking at her watch and thinking: Well, that
one just left, and there’s one more, and I’ve got
10 minutes, and Jim DeMint is talking. [Laugh-
ter]

And I know it’s tough, but here’s the thing,
though. Our job was not just to rescue the econ-
omy. Our job, as I said, was to deal with a de-
cade of putting off tough decisions. I’m not just
interested in saving the economy in the short
term. I’m interested in rebuilding the economy
for the long term, for the next generation, for
Rob and Cori’s kids and for my kids and for
your kids and for your grandkids. And that
means taking on some tough stuff and stuff
that’s not always popular.

If we did not deal with our health care system
now, we were looking at the possibility that
health care alone, Medicare and Medicaid,
would consume all of our discretionary spend-
ing at the Federal level—all of it—because of
the direction that health care cost was going. If
we didn’t tackle the education system now, then
not only have we slipped already from 1st to
12th in college graduation rates, we might have
slipped even further.

If we did not tackle energy now, then we
don’t know what this view will look like 50 years
from now or 70 years from now or maybe even
20 years from now because of the impact it has
on the environment. But we also don’t know
what kind of impact the next crisis in terms of
oil supplies might have on our economy or our
national security.

So we had to take on these tough problems
now. And they weren’t always popular. They
didn’t always poll well. And people in Washing-
ton would always get surprised. They’d say:
“Well, why is the President doing this? It
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doesn’t poll well.” And I would have to explain
to people, you know, I actually have pollsters, so
I know when things aren’t popular. I know
when they don’t poll well. But I was not sent to
Washington just to do what was popular; I was
sent to do what was right. That’s why so many of
you supported me in the election. And I know
Patty feels the same way.

So as a consequence, if you take a look at
what we’ve accomplished over the last 18
months—in addition to staving off a Great De-
pression—we can just tick it off: We finally have
enshrined the basic core principle that every-
body in America should have decent, affordable
health care; that people should not be bankrupt
just because they get sick; and that we should
be able to get good bang for our health care dol-
lars, and thereby slow the costs and the burdens
on families and on businesses.

We revamped our student loan system so
that, instead of sending tens of billions of dollars
to the banks as middlemen for guaranteed
loans, where they were taking no risk, we were
able to cut out the middleman. And now mil-
lions more young people here in Washington
State and all across the country are going to be
able to get assistance to go to college, which
means they’re going to be able to go to work for
Microsoft or all these other wonderful compa-
nies that are up here. And we’ll be able to main-
tain our cutting edge—which reminds me, we
also made the largest investment in research
and development in our history, because the es-
sence of America is innovation and entrepre-
neurship and technological leadership.

We decided that it was time for us to make
sure that even as we’re sending young men and
women to fight in Iraq and Afghanistan, that
we’ve got to make sure that we’re doing right by
our veterans. And nobody has been a fiercer ad-
vocate on behalf of veterans than Patty Murray.
And with her help, we saw the largest increase
in funding for veterans in at least 30 years. And
we helped to pass a post-9/11 GI bill.

My grandfather, who actually lived here in
Puget Sound when my mom was going to Mer-
cer Island High School, well, he was a benefi-
ciary of the original GI bill. And it was because
of that GI bill that we built an entire middle

class, educating folks, investing in people. Well,
with Patty’s help, we’re doing the same thing
with this next generation of veterans who are
coming back home. And they’re going to have
opportunity.

On issue after issue—from making sure that
tobacco companies can’t market to kids to mak-
ing sure that credit card companies can’t arbi-
trarily raise your rates or impose hidden fees, to
making sure that we’re expanding national ser-
vice for our young people, to making sure that
housing programs and mortgages aren’t taking
advantage of people, to making sure that wom-
en are paid equally for doing the same work as
men, to getting a couple of pretty smart women
on the Supreme Court—on issue after issue,
we’ve been able to make progress. And you
know what, what’s remarkable is we’ve done it
without a single bit of help from the other side.

You remember, I campaigned on “Yes, we
can.” Their philosophy has been, “We can’t.”
They said no to clean energy investment. They
said no to health care. They want to go—in fact,
they want to repeal it so that we can have a situ-
ation where people with preexisting conditions
can’t get health insurance.

They said no to Wall Street reform. Now,
think about this. We had a complete utter melt-
down of our financial system, and you would
think that they would say, “Well, maybe we
should at least cooperate on this one.” They said
no. Didn’t get any help.

On issue after issue, their only response has
been, let’s go back to the same policies that got
us into this mess in the first place. It’s not like
they, after presiding over 8 years of failed eco-
nomic policies, they said, “You know what, we
better reflect a little bit and see what we’re do-
ing wrong here,” and they went off into the wil-
derness and meditated, and then they finally
came back and said, “Well, we realize the error
of our ways, but now we’ve got a whole new set
of proposals to try.” That’s not what they’re do-
ing.

They’re coming back and basically peddling
the same old snake oil they were peddling be-
fore. They want to give tax breaks to folks who
don’t need them and weren’t even asking for
them. They want to keep on giving tax breaks to
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companies that are shipping jobs overseas. They
want to deregulate so that oil companies, for ex-
ample, could drill with minimum oversight. And
they’re basically saying to most middle class
families, you’re on your own.

And the excuse they give for these policies is,
well, we can’t afford any of these initiatives. And
yet this is the same group of folks who took a re-
cord surplus from Bill Clinton and turned it into
record deficits, so that I had a $1.3 trillion defi-
cit wrapped in a big bow when I arrived in the
White House. [Laughter]

So I was just talking to a group over at the
Westin, and I used the analogy, imagine that
our economy is a car. These guys drove it into a
ditch. And so Patty and I have been down there
in the ditch. We’ve been pushing and shoving.
We’ve put our boots on and we’re trying to get
that car out of the ditch. And these Republicans
have been standing, watching, drinking a Slur-
pee—[laughter]—and giving us advice. “You’re
not pushing hard enough. Push this way.” And
we finally get that car on level ground and we’re
about to move forward, and they say, “We want
the keys back.” [Laughter] And we say, “No,
you can’t have the keys back; you can’t drive.”
[Laughter]

Now is not the time to reverse course and go
back to the things that got us into this mess in
the first place. We’ve got to move forward. And
that’s why your support is so important.

Now, we’ve still got a lot of work to do. The
economy is stabilized, but it’s stabilized at a very
weak level. So Patty and I just had some lunch
with some wonderful small-businesspeople who
were talking about how it’s still difficult for
small businesses to access credit, which is why
we’ve got initiatives in the Senate right now to
make sure that small community banks are able
to provide lending to small businesses. We want
to cut taxes smartly—so, for example, eliminat-
ing capital gains taxes on investments in startup
businesses.

We want to make sure that we are still pursu-
ing a vision for clean energy, because I believe
that whoever wins that race for clean energy in
the 21st century, they are going to own the 21st-
century economy. And so I want solar panels
and wind turbines and biodiesel and hydroelec-

tric power; I want that here in the United States
of America. And I want a smart grid that can
transmit it all across the country.

And I want the cars of the future built here in
the United States, which is why we made an in-
vestment in Detroit. A lot of people thought
that was a bad idea, but we said, look, instead of
giving bailouts year after year without asking
anything in return, which is what the previous
administration had been doing, we said, here’s
some help, but you’re going to have to restruc-
ture so you can compete.

And we were able to mobilize the car compa-
nies, autoworkers, all the stakeholders involved,
to actually negotiate the first increase in fuel ef-
ficiency standards in 30 years on both cars and
trucks. And now we’ve got every U.S. automak-
er posting a profit, the best job growth in that
industry in a decade. And they’re building the
cars of tomorrow, cars that people will want to
drive, that get 40 miles a gallon or 50 miles a
gallon or, ultimately, don’t take any gallons in
order to move.

So those are the kinds of things that we’re go-
ing to have to work on. We’ve still got infra-
structure that we’ve got to build. We’re falling
behind other countries not just in roads and
bridges and ports and airports, all of which of
important, but in broadband access and cover-
age, or in high-speed rail.

And in order for me to succeed over the next
couple of years, I’m going to need Patty Mur-
ray. And there are a whole bunch of folks in
Congress who are in tough races this year who
stood up and did the right thing, without a lot of
fanfare, knowing that they were going to be
making themselves politically vulnerable. But
they remembered why they went to Washing-
ton.

They remembered they didn’t go to Wash-
ington to have a fancy office or to have a fancy
title. They didn’t go to Washington to take polls
and put their finger out to the wind and figure
out what’s going to be the right thing to do at
this particular moment because the cable chat-
ter is moving in this direction or that direction.

They went to Washington because they be-
lieved that what makes this country special is
our ability to provide every single person an
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opportunity to pursue their dreams. If they’re
willing to work hard enough and apply them-
selves, if they’ve got a big enough imagination
and some pluck and some drive, whether it’s
starting a high-tech company or being a rock-
and-roll star, that what makes this place special
is that you can go as far as your dreams carry
you.

And we’ve got to make sure that America is
there not just for this generation, but for the
next generation and the generation after that.
And that means we’ve got to think not about the
next election, but about the next generation.
That’s what Patty Murray does. That’s what a
whole bunch of folks who have helped us over
the last 18 months do.

And that’s why I’m so pleased that you are
here to support them. If you stay with us, if

you’re willing to see this thing through, I’m con-
fident that we’re going to be able to look back,
despite all the ups and all the downs, we’re go-
ing to be able to look back and say that what we
did mattered, that this was a moment that
counted, and that you were standing there to be
counted at that critical moment in this country’s
history.

Thanks so much, everybody. God bless you.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:34 p.m. at the
residence of Robert D. and Cori Glaser. In his
remarks, he referred to Cameron and Eva Gla-
ser, children of Mr. and Mrs. Glaser. Audio was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session in Columbus, Ohio
August 18, 2010

The President. Well, I’m just thrilled to be
here. And I want to thank Joe and Rhonda and
the entire family for being such great hosts. And
I want to thank all of you for taking the time to
be here.

I see that the mayor of Columbus is here, a
great friend. Somebody who’s going to be run-
ning—and I hope winning—for the U.S. Sen-
ate, Lee Fisher is here. And Mary Jo Kilroy is
here. We’ve got one of the best Senators, I be-
lieve, in the United States Senate in Sherrod
Brown—is here. And one of the finest Gover-
nors in the country, Ted Strickland is here. So
give those folks a big round of applause.

Should we tell them to take off their jackets
too? [Laughter] Take off your jackets, guys.
Lighten up a little bit. [Laughter] Sheesh!
[Laughter]

This is just a great opportunity for me to have
a conversation with you. And I don’t want this
to be too formal. What I want to do is have a
chance to listen to you and also answer your
questions. What we’ve tried to do whenever we
are in a setting like this is to talk about the
things that folks are going through day to day,
because, look, I’ll be honest with you, some-
times when you’re in Washington, you get

caught up with the particular legislative battles
or media spin on certain issues, and sometimes
you lose touch in terms of what folks are talking
about around the kitchen table.

One of the ways that I stay in touch is
through events like this, as well as reading let-
ters from constituents and voters all across the
country every night. And obviously, what’s on a
lot of people’s minds right now is the economy.

We went through the worst recession that
we’ve had since the Great Depression. And
when I was sworn in about 18 months ago, we
had already lost several million jobs and we
were about to lose several million more. We lost
800,000 jobs the month I was sworn in. And so
we had to act fast and take some emergency
steps to prevent the economy from going back
into what could have been a Great Depression.

And we were successful in doing so. We sta-
bilized the economy; we stabilized the financial
system. We didn’t have a complete meltdown.
And whereas we were losing jobs in the private
sector when I was first sworn in, we’re now
gaining jobs, and we’ve gained jobs 7 consecu-
tive months in the private sector. The economy
was shrinking about 6 percent; the economy is
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